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Editorial Utterances 

Don’t know about you lot but I have been flat out!!! 

(Just like the picture below) 

As most of you would have been aware Pam went in for 
a knee replacement operation late November, so I 
became her carer and nurse for the next month. 

Pam has made an excellent recovery and is in training 
for the “Tour de Bemboka” on her exercise bike. 

For the most of January I have been tied up with the 
bushfires as the Local Emergency Management Officer 
for the Bega Shire, so missed out on the rides.  

We have had some close calls with the Brogo and 
Millingandi Fires as Tim Flint can attest to. He nearly 
lost his house and Harleys. (Nice picture in the paper 
Tim glad to see Scruffy and Bleeton are OK.)  

There have been some great rides already this year, 
see Kate’s story in this issue! 

The Branch newsletter is continues to thrive but I need more articles and photos. Thanks to 
those who have sent contributions. Keep those stories coming in! 

Read more inside!! 

 

 

 

James & Pam Murray 

Editors at large  

(or is that large editors?)  
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Tintaldra Overnight Ride - 12/13th January 2013  

Saturday 

On Saturday morning nine of us departed from the Bemboka Pie Shop and headed on up Brown Mountain. It 
was near-perfect riding weather with just a few hefty gusts of wind as we rode across the pale grass-scaped 
Monaro, stopping briefly at Dalgety for a stretch and then on to Jindabyne for a fuel stop. 

We then headed on up the Alpine Way and, bypassing Thredbo Village (because we didn't want to pay the 
$20+ National Park entrance fee!), we stopped at Dead Horse Gap where we spotted some not-so-dead 
horses grazing... someone ought to tell them they're not meant to be alive! Anyway, our two day-trippers 
turned around at this point and the remaining seven of us pushed on through some amazing scenery and 
roads. 

Being relatively "novice" riders, Les and I found this section of the Alpine Way challenging and demanded 
every ounce of concentration on the narrow, winding, sheer-cutting-what's-going-to-fall-on-my-head blind 
corners, up and down road where drivers coming the other way were a constant threat as several drove as if it 
were a one way road... but we made it to Khancoban unscathed and definitely ready for a feed. 

Our unlikely mob, consisting of Peter, Brian, Bruce, Alan, Warwick, Les and myself, ambled into Shane O's 
Cafe where we were treated to generous servings of delicious food and good coffee (a fortuitous choice as 
apparently the rival food outlet across the Khancoban town square was completely sub-standard). I then 
wandered off to have a look for some board shorts in the op shop. I found some but nobody was there to take 
the money so I saw that as a sign and put them back and left empty handed, but my diversion had not gone 
unnoticed and I copped a ribbing about women and our need to shop! 

Rested and well fed it was time to make our way on to Tintaldra, only 40km away. It was an easy and 
pleasant ride and we were soon pulling up at the empty caravan park, a stone's throw from the Upper Murray 
River. Those wussing it and sleeping in cabins collected their keys, raced to get the double bed versus the 
bunks, changed and headed off to the pub whilst Peter and I pitched our tents. We both had new tents so it 
was interesting seeing our respective shelters take shape... Peter's resembled a Big Top for mice. I'm not sure 
he could even sit up in it! Mine was a little taller but it was still, shall we say, cosy? Anyway, we got sorted and 
wandered across the paddock to the pub for a cold drink. 

Upon arriving at the pub we were greeted by some friendly locals who were sitting on the verandah. We then 
went to the bar and I ordered ginger ale. The ice came from a foam esky in the fridge and the ginger ale was 
fresh from a bottle... no post mix in Tintaldra! And for beer drinkers? Well, there was Carlton or Carlton... 
Peter and I went out to the side verandah and joined the rest of the guys in the cool shade. It was hot and I 
thought a swim in the river would be nice but I had noticed cows on the river bank taking a crap in the water 
and decided not to swim. Warwick, however, went swimming under-turd. 

It was decided we should book in for dinner at the Pub just in case a chef had to come in especially as there 
were no other dining options for about 30km and the General Store looked kind of abandoned at this time of 
the afternoon. The landlady, Maya, came out and suggested she take our orders now so that we could have 
our meals served at 7pm as another party of 6 were expected that evening! On offer were sirloin steak, 
chicken schnitzel or chicken parmigiana. Maya took down all our names and took my order first - steak 
please! medium-well done. If looks could kill! Maya was not impressed that I wanted my steak anywhere near 
well done. Moving on, another steak, but only "medium" this time so only a mild grumble from the landlady. 
Next was Les who also ordered steak. "You're all going to order f%@*ing steak aren't you?!!" expostulated 
mild mannered Maya, so Les tried to appease her and change his order to a chicken option but Mia gave Les 
another dose of verbal sex saying he couldn't "...change your F%@*ing mind! You're having steak!!". 
Everyone else except Warwick ordered steak, and now we just had an hour and a half to wait for dinner... 
plenty of drinking time. 

A while later Maya came out and asked us to move around to a dining table. No-one was game to disobey 
Maya so we moved around the corner to a grubby table with bird poo on it. A little while later Mr Landlord 
came out with paper placemats and cutlery which he gave to Les to put out but "...they must be done 
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correctly! They have to line up the right way! Don't put that there!!". The tables were still grubby until Les 
dropped some cutlery and knocked over Warwick's beer and ruined a placemat. Gads! Don't let the Landlord 
hear, or, heaven forbid, Maya! Using the spilt beer, the table was given a bit of clean at least. 

Around 7pm a flustered Maya came out and informed Warwick that he too would be having steak as her 
husband cut seven steaks, not six, and disappeared inside again. A short time later she reappeared an 
apologised saying that dinner would be delayed as she forgot to turn on the chipper. Nothing was a surprise 
anymore. Except the delicious, truly home-style meal that we were eventually served, of fresh cauli au gratin, 
garlic and honey green beans, tender steaks, garden salad and, the late-comers, chips. Ok, so it was nearly 
8pm by the time it arrived but it was worth the wait. 

When time came for us to retire to the caravan park nobody had a clue how much the meal was going to cost. 
Nobody had asked. Something none of us had ever done before. It was with some trepidation that we asked 
for the bill, but luckily it was quite reasonable considering the comedy show that they threw in for our 
amusement. 

At 9pm we wandered back to the camp and, being exhausted, I said good night to the fellas and crawled into 
my tent, jammed in my earplugs and tried to sleep. I discovered that I can no longer sleep peacefully on hard 
ground and was still tossing and turning at 10.30pm. (I have since purchased a mega deluxe self inflating 
mattress...). 
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Sunday 

At about 7.30am I awoke with a creak of my bones, pulled on my strides and got about dismantling my tent. 
The fellas were all up and ambling around, scratching their ah, heads. Poor Alan was looking a little frazzled 
from lack of sleep... apparently his earplugs were not up to the task of coping with a shared cabin! I managed 
to repack my tent, sleeping bag and pillow onto the back of the bike, resembling a similar size as it did the day 
before. Quite an achievement! 

At about 8.30 we headed off towards Corryong for a big Sunday brekkie and some real coffee. We found a 
place called Pepper Leaf Wine Bar and Restaurant and it turned out that they, too, served generous and 
scrumptious meals and really good coffee. Across the road was a lovely shaded park and a bronze statue of 
The Man from Snowy River. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a good feed and fuel we then departed for our return trip via several dams (read as: steep and winding 
roads) and eerie, ghost-like burnt out alpine forests and across to Adaminaby where we had another stretch 
and I took the obligatory tourist photo of the Big Trout. It must be said here that it was really appreciated that 
someone always waited at any important turnoff for Les and me, neither of us being speed demons! As the 
sky started to cloud over we pushed on to Cooma where we reassembled at a cafe called The Lott for our 
final coffee before making our own way home at our own pace... in my case, very, very slowly down Brown 
Mountain, as it was raining quite steadily by the time I got there. 
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I got home tired, cold, with soggy feet and hands and with a big grin on my face. I had had a ball on my first 
ever camping over-nighter and I look forward to our next adventure, may it be upon us soon! 

Kate 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
For Sale – Suzuki Marauder 250, good condition suit beginner. 

...$1800    Contact Margo Pyke email..... margpyke@gmail.com  

 

 

Happy birthday to those celebrating their birthdays in February and 
March!
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"Sometimes it takes a whole tank full of fuel before you can think straight" 

President – JOHN DEAN ~ 64930367 
traineelayabout@gmail.com 

Secretary – TONY PEARCE - 64932906 
dada2000@bigpond.com 

Treasurer – PETER FAULKS -  02 64932106 
faulksp@iinet.net.au 

Webmaster – ROB WRIGHT ~ 0409 580 139 
ozbeau1968@yahoo.com.au 

Ride Coordinator – BRUCE FENNEY ~ 0419 316 612 
fenney@hotmail.com  

Assistant Ride Coordinator – DAN ALLEN –    
0415 080 488 
ddaann@dodo.com  

 

Editor  – JAMES MURRAY ~ 02 6493 0415 

alltorqueeditor@gmail.com 

Social Coordinator & Welfare Officer –  
MONNICA SMITH ~ 02 6493 0234 

socialcoordinatorsapphirecoastulysses@hotmail.com 

Historical Registration Examiners GARY & JAMES  

Branch Committee Contact details: 

 

All Torque 

Please send any contributions to: 

Editor: James Murray #30054 

PO Box 1163 

Bega, NSW, 2550. 

alltorqueeditor@gmail.com 

NATIONAL ULYSSES WEBSITE 
www.ulyssesclub.org 

SAPPHIRE COAST ULYSSES WEBSITE 

www.freewebs.com/sapphirecoastulysses/ 

 

 

 

mailto:speklan@bordernet.com.au
mailto:faulksp@iinet.net.au
mailto:ridesapphireulysses@hotmail.com
mailto:socialcoordinatorsapphirecoastulysses@hotmail.com
http://www.ulyssesclub.org/
http://www.freewebs.com/sapphirecoastulysses/
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BRANCH EVENT CALENDAR 

Ride Tidbits 1/13 

Ride Coordinator ……… Bruce Fenney – 0419 316 612 - fenney@hotmail.com 

“Wednesday Wanderers” ………………………………. Dan Allen - 0415 080 488  

“Gravel Travellers” …………..……..  James Murray – 0427 992 133 – 6493 0415 

G’Day Members, 

I know it is a bit late as January will be over by the time you read this, but Happy New Year anyway!  
I think that, despite the weather and the fires and everything else, that we ended the old year on a 
high and have made a great start to the new: 

 The first overnighter was great with 7 members going the distance.  Les won himself a heart, 

we all had a great ride and enthusiasm for similar events was expressed. 

 Tony appears to be recovering by leaps and bounds, although probably not fast enough for 

him. 

 Tim despite the closeness of the fires, escaped with himself and his bikes intact. 

 Dan turned on a first class BBQ to celebrate Australia Day.  We even had four Bermagui 

members turn up, which is something of a record. 

Like I said a great start to the New Year. 

The Tintaldra trip was a huge success.  We covered a lot of interesting and at times challenging 
roads.  Peter and Kate camped while the rest shared cabins.  I’ve been given to understand that 
some participants have decided NOT to share with me ever again.   I don’t know their reasoning, 
but I would recommend ear protection, breath-rites, etc for all future occasions.  We had a slap up 
dinner at the pub with a lot of merriment.  I would explain further, but better you all come to the next 
one.  That way the legend will have grown to heroic proportions.  As a result of extensive 
consultations between the seven of us, we are now going to try for an over-night event every 
season.  First cab off the rank is to Araluen on the weekend 2/3 Mar.  Originally this was to include 
a dirt route as well as tar.  However, our intrepid gravel traveller, James has already planned a ride 
in the vicinity for later in the month.  The final section (Braidwood-Araluen) is dirt, but it well 
maintained and I have been assured will not pose a problem to road bikes (or cars).  To ease the 
stress on the ride co-ordinator, booking accommodation/campsites at the pub is each member’s 
responsibility.  See the calendar for details.  I have not been to Araluen, but Bruce Bearman can 
provide some advice. 

Other noteworthy events on the calendar include: 

 Sunday, 10th February – Charity Ride to the Eucumbene Dam wall. 

 Saturday, 23rd March – Dirt Ride 

 The Fraser Coast AGM 15-21 Apr. 

For those going to the AGM, who want to camp as a branch, contact Monnica and she can advise 
you what we need to do. 

(Monnica needs a copy of AGM Registration paperwork, so she can organise group campsite. ED) 
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FEBRUARY Venue Comments 

   
Friday 1st Drovers Rest Bemboka Lunch 1200 noon 

   

Saturday 2nd Old Adaminaby Depart Pie Shop 1100 

   

 Bemboka Pie Shop 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Sunday 3rd Potoroo Palace Merimbula 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Wed 6th Tomakin Sports(?) Club for Lunch Depart Kisses at 0930, via  
Sea Whispers.  Coffee at  
Mr Jones Café, Bermagui  
(near Liquor Shop) at 1030  
then Tomakin. 

   

 Sea Whispers Cafe TATHRA 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Friday 8th Drovers Rest Bemboka Lunch 1200 noon 

   

Saturday 9th Bemboka Pie Shop 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Sunday 10th Bombala to Eucumbene Dam Charity Ride $20 per bike.   
See below. 

   

 Potoroo Palace Merimbula 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Wednesday 13th Sea Whispers Cafe TATHRA 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

 Committee meeting/Branch Dinner Commercial Hotel  

   

Friday 15th Drovers Rest Bemboka Lunch 1200 noon 

   

Saturday 16th Bemboka Pie Shop 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Sunday 17th Potoroo Palace Merimbula 10am Coffee and a Chat 
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Wednesday 20th Mallacoota The great M2M ride.   
Depart Potoroo Palace at 1100 

   

 Sea Whispers Cafe TATHRA 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Friday 22nd Drovers Rest Bemboka Lunch 1200 noon 

   

Saturday 23rd Bemboka Pie Shop 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Sunday 24th Cape Green(?) Lighthouse Historic feature past Eden.  Some dirt,  
but easy for road bikes.  Depart Potoroo  
at 11am.  Lunch at Eden on way back. 

   

 Potoroo Palace Merimbula 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Tuesday 26th Penelopes Lunch Details TBA 

   

Wednesday 27th Sea Whispers Cafe TATHRA 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

CHARITY RIDE!  Depart Bombala Caltex at 10am, or join at Ando.  Route;  Bombala>Ando >Maffra  
>Cooma >Middleing Bank Rd >Eucumbene Dam Wall>Jindabyne>Dalgety>Bombala. All bitumen  
route, approx 300kms.  Return approx 4pm. $20 per bike for Steve Walters Foundation.   
Tax deductible receipts available. 
 

MARCH Venue Comments 
   
Friday 1st Drovers Rest Bemboka Lunch 1200 noon 

   

Saturday 2nd Overnight to Araluen Depart Pie Shop 1030. See below. 

   

 Bemboka Pie Shop 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Sunday 3rd Potoroo Palace Merimbula 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Wed 6th Wyndham - Wagtail Cafe Depart Sea Whispers at 11am. 
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Wed 6th Sea Whispers Cafe TATHRA 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Friday 8th Drovers Rest Bemboka Lunch 1200 noon 

   

Saturday 9th Bermagui Sea-Side Fair Details TBA 

   

 Bemboka Pie Shop 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Sunday 10th Potoroo Palace Merimbula 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Wed 13th Sea Whispers Cafe TATHRA 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

 Branch Dinner Commercial Hotel 

   

Friday 15th Drovers Rest Bemboka Lunch 1200 noon 

   

Saturday 16th Bemboka Pie Shop 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Sunday 17th Cann River for Lunch Depart Potoroo at 11am. Via Mt Imlay Rd 

   

 Potoroo Palace Merimbula 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Wed 20th Sea Whispers Cafe TATHRA 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Friday 22nd Drovers Rest Bemboka Lunch 1200 noon 

   

Saturday 23rd Gravel Travel No.3 -Dirt Ride Details below 

   

 Bemboka Pie Shop 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Sunday 24th Potoroo Palace Merimbula 10am Coffee and a Chat 
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Tuesday 26th Penelopes Lunch Details TBA 

   

Wed 27th Tuross Heads 11am Coffee in Bermagui. We need to  
explore Tuross Heads and find a new venue  
as the old one is closed.  If all else fails, 
lunch at the Blue Heron, Moruya. 

   

 Sea Whispers Cafe TATHRA 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Friday 29th Broadford, VIC Easter Motorcycle Races. Individual activity. 
Details TBA 

   

 Drovers Rest Bemboka Lunch 1200 noon 

   

Saturday 30th Bemboka Pie Shop 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Sunday 31st Potoroo Palace Merimbula 10am Coffee and a Chat 

   

Overnight to Araluen!  Depart Bemboka at 10.30am. Staying at Araluen Hotel.  B&B $62 per head,  
camping available. Indivduals to make their own bookings, Ph 02 4846 4023. 

Route; Bemboka >Cooma >Queanbeyan >Braidwood >Araluen: Return via Braidwood, 
Batemans Bay and Narooma. 

   

COMING UP SOON  

   

15-21 APR FRASER COAST, QLD 2013 ULYSSES CLUB AGM 

   
 

   
Are you going to the 2013 AGM? Let us know what your plans are; maybe we can camp 
together as a branch this time? 

Members will note the “NEW & IMPROVED” BRANCH EVENT CALENDER . This is the result of 
feedback from members wanting a clearer format. Each type of event now has its own colour and 
the calendar has been extended to three months so that you can plan your busy social schedule. 

Input is needed from Branch Members, especially those wanting midweek and Sunday rides. 

We are also looking for members to host a Branch get together / BBQ. 

Do you know of a good ride contact Bruce ASAP. 
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Ulysses Sapphire Coast Branch Gravel 

Travellers Ride No.3 

Saturday 23rd March 2013 
ROUTE: 

The route for Gravel Ride No.3 is open flowing gravel road for most of the ride 

passing through National Parks and rural farmland that has recently been devastated 

by bushfires. The ride is a bit longer than previous being approximately 320kms so 

FULL tanks are required at start. 

Starting at Bemboka Pie Shop, the group will depart at 8.30am, We 

will travel up the Brown Mountain turning off the Snowy Mountain Highway at Steeple 

Flat road, then on to Kydra, Kybeyan, Contegany, Badja, Snowball, Fairfield, Oranmeir, 

Ballalaba then Braidwood (187km). We will have a rest break and refreshment / fuel 

stop at Braidwood then on back to Ballalaba, Captains Flat, Numeralla then to Cooma 

(335km). Route home will be via Snowy Mountains Highway to Bemboka. 

Suggest that riders bring snacks, lunch and drinks to eat along the way or group has a 

late lunch at Captain’s Flat Pub or Cooma.  

Suggest from this run we form a group and plan further “Gravel Travellers” rides. 

Check your maps and email me at begaarcher@gmail.com or ring me 64930415. 
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